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Parents’ driving matters most, say police!
Do you believe that your teenage driver has only learned al of your good driving habits?

That's how Chief William Morvay of the New Middletown, Ohio, Police department responded
to arecent survey by the | Promise Program — ateen safe driving initiative thet is siveeping
across North America

Police across the United States and Canada were asked by email to respond to one question:

If there were just one important message that you would like to deliver to
parents of new teen drivers, what would it be?

Throughout the 101 replies, police were clear that they wanted parents to appreciate their own
rolein their teen’sdriving. Many police clearly stated that parents cannot take a“do as | say, not
as| do’ approach to reinforcing safe driving behavior. Rather, parents have a direct responshbility
to promote teen safe driving by demongrating safe driving themselves.

“Police are not only interested in teen driver safety, but the affect on families and themselves of
tragedies involving teens,” explains Gary Direnfeld, Executive Director of the | Promise
Program. “Police are only motivated by community safety and know first hand the consequence
of improper road use.”

As an Officer from Missouri put it, “The hardest part of the job a Patrolman facesis not chasing
down criminds or meking arrests. Rather it isinforming afamily that they have logt aloved one
in atraffic crash on our roadways.”

In addition to being a good role model, police want parents of new teen driversto establish a set
of rulesfor use of the vehicle that includes clear consegquences for violations. In so doing, police
want parents to impress upon their young driver that driving is a privilege and not aright. Given
parenta respongbility, parents should aso know the wheregbouts, destination and return time
each and every time the teen takes the car. As Chief Ken Robertson of the Hamilton Police
Department putsit, “ Always set an example in the way you drive and live your life, and establish
clear guiddines for teensto follow.”

So what would Police like to tell parents of new teen drivers? The top 8 answers are;

Set rules and expectations — make a contract for use of the car.
Remember, you are arole model — hopefully for the better.
Monitor your teen’s plans and whereabouts — communicate.
Slow down — don’'t speed.
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Buckle up.

Don't drink and drive nor be a passenger if the driver has been drinking.

Forbid or a least limit the number of teen passengers.

Don't buy your teen acar, but if you must make it an older modd and definitdy not
something sporty or fast.

N O

Lastly, Chief Michael Courville (Ret.) Past President Texas Police Chiefs Association reminds parents
that it isOK to set drict rules and says, “It’ s better to be called a mean parent, than not a parent
aal
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This survey was conducted by the | Promise Program — a teen safe driving initigtive thet
promotes parents as role models by entering into amutua safe driving contract with their teen.
To provide accountability, arear window decd is then affixed to the vehicle. The decd display a
toll free number and the question, “Am | driving safely?’ Cdls are received by acdl center and
responses are sent by letter only back to the family. Y outh, parents, community members, police
and interested stakeholdersin traffic safety have participated in developing this program.
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Hereisthe complete list of regponses fromwhat police across North Americawould liketo tell
parents of teen drivers:

1

Driving is a tremendous responsbility for ateen to assume. Please be sure
your teen receives proper drivers education prior to becoming alicensed
driver and carefully audit their performance. Never look at the teenage
driver asardief from your responghbility as a parent. True it takes some

of the burden off of the parent for the teen to run errands but it increases
their exposure to accident or injury. Do not rush them or let them rush into
respongbility they are not ready to assume......Sdlfishly, don't force upon
me that long walk to your front door to ddliver a message you prayed never
to hear.

Not EVERY kid needs a car. There seems to be some misconception that
when akid turns 16 they are ENTITLED to acar. | don't buy it. |
purchased my firgt car with my own money, and paid for the insurance. |
doubt most kids are going to drive as crazy when they know they have to
pay for the car, and the insurance themselves. If your kid thinks they

have to have a car, either make them pay/work for the car, and the
insurance.

The best advice for any parent is to establish strong values of
respongbility in your children before they enter their teens. Always
st an example in the way you drive and live your life, and establish
clear guidelines for teensto follow.

| would tdll the parents that they need to demondtrate defensive driving. It
is not enough to tell them to drive defengively. Y ou need to show them.
Drive sober, minimize distractions (i.e. cdll phones and loud stereos), show
them the impact of speed and distance, and how to anticipate wordt-case
scenarios.

My responseisasmple one. "Make the teen follow the rules of theroad. Ridewith the
teen to see what areas need improvement. Make a contract with the teen that if he/she
violates the rules a penaty must be paid. Grounded and loss of driving privileges" This
istough to do, but it isfar better to do it now than to face the serious accident.

New drivers should not be driving high-powered sports cars. If kids have the power to
race and spin tires....they will.

Tak and play with your kids. Do things with them. React quickly and
positively when you see warning Sgns.

Keep your kids busy and involved with other responsible kids and parents and
organizations. Get involved. You will have lessfreetime, but that's

okay.

Know where your kids are going every time they leave the house. Check on
them periodicdly to see where they redly are and what they are redly

doing.

Set and keep high standards. Have consegquences for non-compliance.

Go the extramile as a parent and redlize the blessing.

The message to parents of new teen drivers would be: A motor vehicle car
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be a dangerous piece of equipment. Do not let being “cool” and driving in a
reckless manner to "show off", be your, your friends, or some other
innocent person's demise.

If I could send amessage to parentsit would include the following:
Remember the inexperience of your student driver. It isimportant for you
asaparent to beinvolved in traning your child to drive in dl kinds of
conditions. It isimportant that your child not be distracted during the
early driving experience. Stats show that the more kidsarein acar the
more likely it isto be involved in an accident. Restrict the student from
passengers fro 6 monthsto a yesar.

Avoid the power car. Kidswill push thingsto ther limits. If givenacar
cgpable of going 100, at some point they'll try it. Keep first car smple
and keep it in parent's name. Control of driving can result from control of
use.

10

Theonemessageissmple. Buckle up...I amtired of seeing dead people thirty feet from
the vehicle.

11

My response to your survey has two components. The parent must set the example
for proper driving behaviour for ther teens. | think that to alarge extent,

their behaviour shapes the choices that their teens will make, often

unconscioudy.

Secondly, they must hold their teensto this standard by being aware of how the
teen has chosen to drive and gpplying their own sanctions for failing to

follow. This must occur whether the information on misbehaviour comes to them
from an incident involving law enforcement or by another reiable means such as
peers or other community members.

12

"Y ou have to drive defensively and watch out for the mistakes other drivers make. Over
the years you will see alot of other drivers make mistakes. Smply being in the right
doesn't make being in an accident any less dangerous.”

13

Parents would be asked to set and be the best example they can, by driving

dl thetime every time, the same way they drove the day they passed their

driving test. Monitor closdly ther child's driving habits and activities.

Help by paying close attention as they are driving, drive the gpeed limit, don't drink and
drive, and dways wear your seat belt.

The hardest part of the job a Patrolman faces is not chasing down criminas
or making arrests. Rather it isinforming afamily that they havelogt a
loved one in atraffic crash on our roadways.

If there is one aspect of the job Patrolman would like to do away with,
thisisit. With your hep and the help of your friends and rdatives, we
can come close to doing away with this aspect of our job.

Asdriversyou can help us reduce traffic fatdities in Missouri by doing
ug four Imple things
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BUCKLE YOUR SEAT BELT

DON'T SPEED

DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE

PAY ATTENTION TO THE JOB OF DRIVING

14

Asapoalice officer and as the father of teenage children | offer the following: “"Sow down
and don' tailgate. | ingtruct them on the three second rule - |eave three seconds of space
between you and the car in front of you." Hope this helps.

15

Impress upon them the dangers of speeding and to know where their children
aed al timed

16

| wish | could bail it down to one important message. However, there are
far to many issuesinvolving teen drivers for me to reasonably do so.
Having two teenage daughters, it becomes increasingly difficult to even
begin to address dl of the problems let done ddiver one important
message.

I guessif | were to ddliver one message it would be don't ever drive
after drinking (regardless of amount) and never get into avehicle with
someone who has been drinking.

17

Parents don't It friends ride in car with new driver.

18

My message to parents is they should spend time, whether the child takes
driver's education or not, with the young driver. Ancther words get in the
vehicle with them while they are driving and let them know that driving a
car isavery serious respongbility. That you have to be adert and paying
attention especialy for other inattentive drivers. To be agood driver you
not only have to be dert yoursdf, but in most cases be a defensive driver
to be asmart driver. When driving on long trips have plans made to make
rest stops and be familiar with driving routes or detours. And last never
ever drink alcohol or take drugs, including prescription drugs that cause
drowsiness while driving avehicle.

19

Don't turn teens loose with the car. Establish reasonable rules and
sandards you wish them to follow. Let them know the rules and what the
consequences are if they break them... Be consstent.

20

Parents can do alot to indtill the sense of respongbility by reminding
their teen driversthat the license is a privilege, and can be taken away at
any time, that showing you can follow the rules means you will be a safer
driver, if you do not follow the rules a home, | will not Sgn for your
license, because you will not follow the rules that keep you and others
safe. DO NOT be afraid to say NO!

21

Don't buy your new driver a"fast" car. In other words, if you are going
to buy them a car, buy them a conservative car that doesn't indulge the
urge to "put the pedd to the metd”. A family type car. No matter how
much they whine about wanting a"cool” car, don't givein.

Pay attention to the types of cars driven by their friends. Don't dlow
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them to go out with another teen who is driving a"fast" car. These
types of cars encourage irresponsible driving, and in a peer pressure
Stuation, even the best driver will try to be cool around friends.

Mogt of dl, and the best advice for parents of teensin generd: Don't
try to be friends with your kids. Impose discipline, and be the boss.
Better alive teen that hates you than a dead one who thinks you are a
"cool" parent.

22

The question | would like to ask. Do you believe that your teenage driver
has only learned dl of your good driving habits?

23

Parents are dill respongble for their children. If they dlow ther childrento drive, then

the parents remain responsible for the outcome (hopefully the teenager would have
insurance under the parent's umbrellaas well). Parents MUST take the initiative to set the
proper examples, to properly teach, and to maintain control of their children's actions.

24

Sow Down, do not drink, pay atention and do not over drive their ability
to handle a car and the dynamics upon a vehicle while moving & high speeds.

25

Y our children want and need to know you care about their safety and well
being, especidly asadriver or apassenger of acar. Redtrictionson

where they drive, when they drive, who they are with, and a curfew help
deliver that message. Accordingly, discipline for failure to abide by the
rules (withdrawa of driving privilege) and expanding the rules as responsible
driving is demongtrated will help deliver that message. Don't assume they
are responsible, demand it.

26

Asaparent, | have taught my children the difference between right and
wrong. | try to stay congtantly involved in their lives and to be there
if they need someoneto talk with.

Unfortunately, teens are under tremendous pressure to conform to their
peers expectations. Those expectations usudly are danted to areas of
conduct that they themselves would never participate. | have seen what
happens when teens cave into peer pressure. The result can be anything
from being given a citation by a police officer, to being picked up by
the coroner.

If there were one message | would give parents, tell your children that
you love and cherish them. Tdl them you trust them, if you are
satisfied that you have done dl you can as a parent, then let go, every
bird must eventualy sretch their wings.

27

Do not let your teen drive with anyonein the vehide for the

firg year of driving. After thefirgt year only onein the vehicle
and never anyonein the back seat. A first year teen driver

can only handle the task of driving, there are enough distractions
outside the vehicle, which you cannot control, but the onesinsde
you can. Better to be caled amean parent, than not a parent

a dlil!
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28 | I will not drink and drive nor will | ride with anyone who has and | will wear my safety
bet at dl times.

29 | My message to parerts of new teen driversis an outcome of your statement

concerning the survey of driving schools. The driving schools have a very

short timeto "introduce” driversto their responsihility to act properly

when driving. Aswith any other segment of a child's life, the parents cannot rely on other
ingtructors to insure the "continuing education” of their

children. The teen driver's conduct as they learn the rules of the road and

mature in their new privilege to driveis the ultimate respongibility of the

parent. Parents need to be dert to any possible problems and control every

facet of the teen drivers conduct as the teen begins driving.

30 Do not give anew driver afree hand to run the roads.

Know where they are going and who they are with at dl times.

Make sure they are ready to accept the responsibilities of safe

driving.

Do not let them make needless driving trips.

A parent or other responsgible adult (not sibling or older friend)

should ride with them for a period of time to observe their driving
techniques.

It isthe respongbility of the parent (s) to set the example when

they are driving particularly when teens are passengers.

Never dlow anew driver or older teen to control the parent by
jumping under the whed!.

Make sure they (teens’young adults) understand that driving isa
privilege and a great respongbility, which can be taken away.

Never dlow acohol to be used period when mixed with driving and set
the example!

If teens get tickets, see that they pay the price and start with the

firg one! Do this by making them pay the fines and with loss of driving

privileges

31 | 46.2-335 of the VA date code: A learner’s permit may be issued to a Virginiaresdent at
age 15 and 6 months and shdl not authorize the trangportation of more than one non-
family passenger under the age of 18 except in adrives education course. The driver is
prohibited from driving between midnight and 4:00 AM. A driver'slicense will not be
issued until the under-age 18 driver has driven for at least 40 hours, of which 10 hours are
a nighttime.

46.2-335.2 Persons under age 18 issued alearner’ s permit must hold the permit for a
minimum of 9 months or until they reach age 18.

ALL persons under the age of 18 must have completed a Sate-approved drivers education
course and (36 periods) and in-car (14 periods. 7 observation and 7 hours driving behind
the whed training. the ingtruction must include acohol safety education and drug abuse
awareness components.

32 Parents must Stay involved with their teen drivers. It's reguires congtant monitoring and
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being able to answer the following questions:.

1LWHO aethey with

2WHAT arethey doing

3WHEN aethey leaving and returning

4 WHERE are they going

5WHY  aethey going there

6.HOW  aethey getting there

7.HOW MANY dmilar to #1 but expands the idea of tota number of passengers
Trugt, but verify. Occasondly run a couple of ‘tests to insure information provided by
your teensis accurate. Be up front. Let your teens know you'l be checking on them.

33

| think the most important message for parents and youth in driving

is conveying the knowledge that upon obtaining alicense or by completing a
driving course it's only the beginning of the process. All drivers need
experience and with experience come mistakes. We have to learn how to make
our migtakes while minimizing the more deleterious aspects. Either by law

or understanding we should encourage new driversto gain their experience
under or within preferred circumstances. Driving on mgor highways, a

night or with numerous people in the vehicle al increase the odds that

mistakes may have ahigher price. In short it'samost certain that

mistakes will be made we should do al we can to have them occur in amanner
where the educational component can be carried forward. Avoiding mistakes
or safe driving is dways best but youth should be equipped with the
knowledge that experience is necessary and better gained under more
favorable circumstances.

Make your child respongble for their own actions, pay for the gasthey use,
and their insurance, and emphasize accountability.

35

My message would be to the teens. "'Be the generation who vaues safety and respect of
everyone (whether they are usng the roads or off to the Sde in their homes). Respecting
the rules of the road is repecting your neighborhood.

Asfor the parents, there is not much hope in changing their driving habits and
becoming the role models they should be (most of the tickets | issue are to parents driving
their kids to school at nearly double the 40 km/h school zone limit).... but better late than
never! If you are part of the problem you have no right to complain; Be part of the
solution.

A couple of years ago ateen driver killed a skateboarder on a40 knmvh residential strest;
investigators calculated histraveling speed a 104 kmv/h. My interpretetion is that hewas a
passenger in his parent's car for 16 years, being driven at 70-80 knvh in the 40 km/h zone:
that was normal. This teen (like any other teen) wants to speed and will speed not from
the pogted limit but from what is normal. In the same breath, every driver ontheroad isin
arush and wantsto get ahead of the next car: if you drive no more than speed limit that
driver only needsto exceed it by ahit; if you are driving 10 or 15 kmvh that driver now
will speed that much more to accomplish the task ... Think about every bit of your
contribution to the problem! (I am not defending the other driver's actions)

36

Don't' turn loose of you children to drive aone too soon, closely monitor where they are
alowed to drive (city, freeway, etc) and no passengers...none. until they have significant
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experience. Other kids and their stereo are too much of a distraction for new drivers.

37

"SPEED KILLS'
Due to inexperience and their newfound freedom behind the whed, teen drivers are more
gpt to beinvolved in speeding related accidents, resulting in desth and seriousinjury.

38

The answer isthis- Know where your kids are and who they are with!

39

Ensure that occupants of your vehicle are wearing their seat

belt properly. Typicaly, inexperienced drivers tend to overestimate their
ability as adriver and underestimate the demand placed on them. New
drivers don't consder human factors such asthe rate a which they
individualy process information or their specific reactiontime. That's
why drivers exceed the speed limit. Therefore, you must anticipate that
the driver will be involved in acrash @& some point in therr life. Wearing
their seet belt properly will dramatically improve their odds of sustaining
less seriousinjuries or just surviving. If they're wearing their seet

belt, my second choice would be "dow down!" Y oung drivers don't redize
how their speed has an affect on al types of crashes. The faster you're
traveling, the more impact energy you generate. Many motorists believe
they are good drivers and, for the most part, they probably are. But, our
datistics show us that two-thirds of dl crashesinvolve one "at-fault”
driver and one "not-at-fault” driver. Just because you're agood driver
doesn't mean you won't beinvolved in a crash.

40

Set guidelines, know who your kids are with and where they are. When akid reachesthe
driving age awhole new freedom overcomes them and peer pressure redly increases. The
privilege to drive is not a gift to "cruise’ the sregts.

41

Parents need to take more control and not to give such libera use of ther
motor vehicle to the new teenaged driver. With thisin mind, instruct and
enforce that your new teenaged driver does not take as passengers their
teenaged friends. Thisiswhen most new teenagers drivers will fed the
"need" to show off and drive in afashion that is unsafe and too fast. They
often will be paying more attention to their teenaged friends rather than
the road and what's going on outside the motor vehicle.

42

Monitor your teens driving and driving habits. Make sure al redtrictions
pertaining to a"Jr. operator” license are being followed. Do not be a Do
as| say, not as| Do" parent.

Attach anote to your vehicle regigtration addressed to "All Police Officers
and Troopers'. Ask them to cal you and advise if they stop one of your
children. Mogt Officerswill be more than willing to do thisand it shows
you care! If your teen knowsit there then this may dso give them a second
thought to ingppropriate driving.

43

In reference to your survey question, my advice would be to monitor who your
children are hanging around with and a st drict limits for the driving

privileges.

The ahility to driveis an adult privilege. The decisons you make while
driving should be the decision of an adult, regardless of your age. The
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pendties for apoor decison will be as detrimental to your future as any
poor decision by an adult.

45

When your child reaches the legd age of operating a motor vehicle, the decisions he or
she makes when behind the whed can affect many lives. Thisisalarge amount of
responsibly and needs the support and supervison of parents. Make sure your child
buckles up and drives responsibly.

46

Children learn what they live and by example. Every day | see parents driving over the
speed limit, tailgating and the like. Teenagers will not tolerate "do as | say not as| do".
We need to dart, in our own cars, indtilling the driving behavior our children will
demondtrate when they are behind thewhed. If | expect my kidsto follow the rules and
keep apromise, | had better do the same!  Thanks for your program. | hope it reaches far
and wide, the need for it is here.

47

"Useyour segt belt, every time,
al of thetimein any car you arein.”

48

| would advise parents to make sure their children wear seat belts 100% of
the time they are driving. This habit of course sarts at an early age, and

seet belts save livest Additionally | would stress the importance of obeying
traffic laws, state mandated curfews for young new drivers, and do not dlow
peer pressure to dictate how your child drives avehicle.

49

Driving isaprivilege and not aright. Parents must

clearly understand that they have an obligation as care takers to
thoroughly educate their children on the consegquences of poor
decison making prior to alowing ateen to St behind the whed of a
automohbile. Unless a parent fedsther child is mature enough to
follow al the rules and regulations of the road, make intdlligent
decisons and utilize sound judgment while driving, they should
never dlow their children to take control of avehicle.

50

A teenager'sfirgt experience a driving acar doneisterribly
exdting. Itisarite of passage of sorts, tangible proof that ayoung
person is reaching adulthood. Teens need to be aware that a car
is not something to use for amusement, or horseplay. A moment’s
indiscretion can have alifetime effect in terms of someoné's life or
seriousinjury. If they can keep in mind that part of growing isaso
acting respongbly, and in amanner consstent with the sze and
weight of the moving machinethat acar is. Itisparticularly
important that teens keep thisin mind when they have friendsin

the car with them, Since it is tempting to get caught up in things
when you are in agroup.

51

Communicate; keep an open did ogue with your teenage drivers.
Effectively listen to your children and know what isimportart to
them, and what they are doing in ther lives. Everyday, kindly
remind them of their obligations as a respongble driver, not to teke
risks. Parents should serve asrole models and stress the
importance of driving defensively, paying atention, end being dert
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to other driversivehicles on the highway. When carelessness
and/or recklessness occurs by any person operating a motor
vehicle, the vehicle becomes a 3000 to 5000 pound lethal weapon
which isatool that can injure, maim, or kill.

52

"16 year olds have more accidents of greater severity than 17 year olds

who have more accidents of greater severity than 18 year olds. Look at a

photo of yourself a 12 years of age. Do you think you've matured? Now

pretend you are 22 and looking back at yoursdlf a 16. Do you think you will be more
mature?

Give yoursdf a chanceto see 22... dow down.”

53

| don't believe that there is "one important message” to give to teen
drivers. | believe that, like so many other principals that need to be
taught to our youth asthey grow, you must start when they are young. Here
are some of the ideas that | think are worthy of trying.

1. Cutout dl articles of car crashes involving inexperienced drivers or
accidentsinvolving dcohoal or drugs, place them in afolder and have them
read the articles before they get there license.

2. Demondtrate good driving habits. Don't glide through a stop sign or
speed with your kidsin the car. Beyond the immediate dangers of these
actions, children tend to learn more from watching than from lectures. If
you are a safe driver your children will more likely be safe dso.

Parents should speak with their children and reinforce common sense rules of the road to
include never dlowing themselves to get into a Stuation where they are rushed for time,
following too close, or being inattentive to their safe operation of amotor vehicle. Too
often accidents are caused by being in a hurry, persona gppearance dterations (shaving,
lipstick, makeup), food consumption while driving or conversations with passengers or
cdl telephone usage. Emphasize the mandatory usage of seetbelts and restraints for all
occupants of the vehicle.

55

Wear your seet belt and don't drink and drive. Follow these two rules and lives will be
saved!

56

Let your teenagers know that driving is a privilege and make sure they
understand that the privilege will be taken away if they drive unsafdly.
And then follow-through on that promise if the need arises. A
parent-imposed driving suspenson isagreat wake-up call for teen
drivers. Hold them accountable for their driving.

57

1. Teen drivers are much more likely to be in accidents.
2. Lethd accidents are much more likely to occur late at night.

58

"Practice, Practice, Practice.... Do not assume because they passed the
test that they are ready to drive. Driving is alearned behavior; one that
has to be practiced!"

59

Tell the teenage driver to be careful, respect other drivers, and obey the
traffic laws, don't let peers pressure you into doing something that you
can't change (then parents need to monitor the teenage driver closdly).

60

Kids copy what their parents do. Wear your seat belt, drive responsibly and
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drive anger-free!

61

The one message | would want to see given to the parents of teen driversis.
It is extremely important they have parents who role mode good driving
habits consistently and expect their teensto exhibit the same good driving
behaviors.

62

Take the time to know where your children are going and who they are
going with. Children should know there are serious conseguences for
motor vehicle offenses, such aslosng the right to use a parent's car

for amonth for getting a peeding ticket etc. so they will be careful

to avoid speeding and other dangerous driving practices, reducing the
risk of seriousinjury should they be involved in amotor vehidle
collison.

63

Buckle up and dow down.

| have been in law enforcement for 27 yearsand | am currently atraffic supervisor. | am
a0 the father of two daughters who a one point were teen drivers. The one message,
which | tried to convey to my daughters when they began to drive, was that there are
serious consequences to thelr actions behind the whedl of a car. They have to understand
the seriousness of driving acar and the repercussions of poor decisions.

65

Know what you as a parent can do to reduce young driver crashes.

66

DRINKING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES........... If I could say one thing to kids that are
of driving ageit would be "if you have been drinking or the driver of the vehicle you are
about to ride in has been drinking, DON"T GET IN THE VEHICLE!"!!!". Asapatrol
officer | would rather you cal me and | will take you home or cdl your parents and have
them come pick you up. Either way is better than me going to tell them you are DEAD.

67

My best advice would be for them to wear their seats and stay focused on the activity at
hand (DRIVING).

68

A parent should dways know; Where there child is going, When they will be back, What
they will be doing there and at dl timesin between, how many people will be riding with
them and When they will be home. A parent should dso give the child their itinerary in
case ah emergency arises. "Communicaion is the problem to be answered'”.

69

My message would be to lead by example. Drive safely, obey dl laws and
wear your safety belt when you have your children in the car. Make sure
your kids are buckled up aso. Thereis no better message than to lead

by example from when the kids are babies to driving age. After they are
at driving age and you have not set an example there is nothing left to

.

70

Parents need to remember that only they know the driving ability and maturity level of
their children. If parents know their children are not as skilled a driving, as they should
be, then additiona training and parentd involvement should be implemented. Driving
schools are better than no training at dl but ultimately, the parents should be assessing
ther child’ s driving abilities’knowledge and setting their driving privileges accordingly.
Don't hegitate to take their driving privileges avay when maturity becomes afactor.
Parents need to demondtrate to their children that driving is aresponshility, and show
them, as heeded, that it is not their “right”. Last but not least, the parents should
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recognize that their children are watching their individud driving habits and they should
set agood example for their children. Aggressive driving and “road rage’ isincreasing
rapidly, and the examples set by parentswill be long lasting with their children.

71 Relax take your time and enjoy the drive. Speeding will not make up logt time. Onceitis
goneit is never to return.

72 | Thismessageisboth critical and complex. There are many issues that are important for
parents to both remember and discuss with their teen drivers. Issues that are truly a matter
of life and death. Common issues such as seatbdt safety, drinking and driving, and
recklessness (speed contests). Probably though the message | would recommend is one
that does not receive the press and attention that the aforementioned issues are given. My
message isto indill in their teens that they are now making decisons that will affect the
rest of their lives. Driving avehideisaprivilege and not an entitlement, assuch it is
something to be appreciated and earned. They must give driving their full mesasure of
atention in that it is one of the most complex multi-task psycho-motor activities that most
of uswill ever undertake. It is something though that is so common, thet it eesly gets
taken for granted and as such is not percelved as being as complex asit redly is. Hereis
the crux of the whole message.... Pay attention to your driving. A split seconds distraction
can have alifetime of consequences. Over the past two years we have had severa fata
accidentsinvolving teen driversthat directly resulted from distraction and momentary
lack of attention. Teens need to be reminded what a huge responsibility driving is, and
parents need to hold them accountable. If they don’t earn the privilege revoke it. Make it
seem like it is something specid, and maybe they will respect it.

I know thisis along message, but there ya go.

73 | Takeasmuch time as possible with the teen teaching them to drive.
It will take some of the worry off your shoulders.

74 | Being apolice officer | ill wonder, why people don't buckle up or why

people don't at least buckle up the onesthey love. Many times | am approached by a
child who tells me that mommy or daddy don't buckle up. | also hear about the many
crashes that students have been involved in and some of these stories can heart breaking,
especidly when they advise that the individud involved in the crash was

injured or fatdly killed. It even harder when they say that the person

injured or killed wasn't wearing a seet belt or wasn't properly placed in a

car sedt.

Are you buckling up every time you get into your motor vehicle? Notice |
didn't say "your car”. Itsimportant to buckle up no matter what type of
vehicle you own. Every vehicle can beinvolved in amotor vehicle crash at
any time. Saidicstdl usthat every time you get into avehicle your
chancesincrease for being involved in acrash. How many crashes have you
been involved in? Statidics say you will encounter at least two crashes
within your lifetime.

Are you buckling up those you love? If adults properly restirained children
from birth to age 15, we would save more than 600 additiond children's
lives and prevent an additiona 182,000 serious injuries every year




| Promise Program, Inc.
20 Suter Crescent, Dundas, Ontario, Canada L9H 6R5
(905) 628-4847 www.ipromiseprogram.com

nationwide. Child safety seats, when ingtaled properly, reduce the risk of
death by 71 percent for infants and 54 percent for toddlers. If we start
buckling up children & birth, it will be anaturd reaction to buckle up

when they begin to drive. 1n 2000, 4,216 teens ages 16-19, died and
thousands more were injured in traffic crashes nationwide. Fatality rates
for teens are twice that of older drivers and the risk of crashesfor teens
isfour timesthat of older drivers.

Show you care by dways wearing your safety belt properly, using both lap
and shoulder belts - because traffic crashes can occur a any time. Most
crashes usudly happen close to home and on familiar roads.

75

My message would be: know where your kids are going and who they are
with. Give them a cell phone to stay in contact with you. Good lines of
communication are between teen drivers and their parents are

imperative.

76

Redlize that true teenage driver education is more than a one-time event
conducted through adriver training class. To keep your child dive, a
continuing education plan must be implemented, by the parent, to promote
safe driving habits, solid decision-making and consequences for their
failure to control unacceptable behavior.

77

Please tel Parents to always know where their child isdriving. Ask questions, ride with
them once in awhile, know their habits and correct the bad ones.

78

The number one thing | would tell parents of new driversto do islimit the
digtractions. Let your new driver take only one other person in the car per
year that they have had their license. Make and enforce strict rules about

cdl phone use, and dlow them to only take one CD in the car with them. No
egting or drinking in the car while they are driving. Limit the

digtractions new drivers have so they can pay atention to their driving and
say safe.

79

Always ask who will be driving with your teen and where they are going.

80

Parents should impose guiddines and rules regarding the use of vehicles and
enforce consequences should the rules be broken.

81

Although they are number onein our hearts, unfortunately they are number
onein our fatality detidics.

82

Don't makeit easy for your son/daughter to have access to vehicles. Allow
them to earn the privilege of driving by displaying responsble behaviour
before getting into avehicle.

83

Be patient, but firm. Set rules for the use of vehicles and follow them
through.

1. That parents be responsible role models for their teens by demonstrating and teaching
them
good driving habits a al times.
2. That parents should drive defensively and exhibit good attitudes in provoking
circumstances
in treffic (ie, Avoiding an opportunity for Road Rage).
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3. That parents should aways use their safety restraint while driving and encourage ther
teensto do the same.

4. That parents should reiterate to their teens the fact that motor vehicle accidents
involving teens are one of the mgjor causes of teen desthsin America

5. That parents should encourage their teens to never drink (do drugs, etc.)and drive; it's

adeadly combination.

85

Speed, impairing substances and motor vehicles make adeedly trio. Some
parents take the gpproach that kids will be kids. Experimentation with
acohol and/or drugs should not be teken lightly. Kids that are dlowed to
experiment a home will use dcohol and/or drugs while away from home and
then attempt to drive home or other locations. Many timesthisis late at
night on unfamiliar roads. Thisleads to tragedy and heartache such aswe
investigated last year. A sgn thrown from the vehicle, "Y ou don't know the
true meaning of life until it's over", brought the point home to not only

the families; but the Police, Fire, Medical and Rescue works at the scene.

86

Don' take for granted that your child is going to come home &t night. Y ou

are the parent and you have the right to know what your child is doing.
Would you rather have an upset teen (it won't last long) that is dive or

dead because you didn't do dl you could do & the time. My messageis harsh
but it is harsh love that is going to save lives, especidly your teens.

87

Teenagers need to be reminded they are not invincible. They need to get the "It cant
happen to me" attitude out of their heads. No one starts off being a good driver; driving,
like any other sKill, takes alot of practice. It takestime to become proficient a driving
and recognizing hazardous Stuations. Lagt, but certainly not least, keep your foot off the
gas. Speed isthe one thing that congtantly gets young driversinto trouble.

88

One of thethings | stressed to my teenagers when they started driving was the criticalness
of congtantly being aert to their surroundings on the road. This means keeping your eyes
on theroad a dl times and regularly glancing through the side and rear-view mirrorsto
see what is around you. Watching other drivers and anticipating what other drivers are
going to do may prevent an accident from happening and even save your life.

89

Tdl your children to buckle up, dow down, do not get into amotor vehicle being
operated by aimpaired driver and do not take drugs and or acohol and drive.

90

Parents should ride with their children and make sure they are aware and familiar with the
rules of the road and observe their driving to see what might need to be corrected.
Parents should redtrict also the operation of the vehicle until their new driver is
comfortable in driving. They could put curfew on their children that might be more
retrictive then locd laws let the child show to them they can be responsible.

Further set guiddinesfor their child to follow. For example let them know the
consequences of driving or riding with someone involved in acohal or illega drugs
consumption. Their responsbility and the legal consequences.

91

Parents must closely monitor their children’s driving habits and not hesitate
to pull their license by contacting the motor vehicle department. Close
monitoring by parents and holding there children responsible for thelr
actionswill hep insure they develop safe driving habits.

Parents dso must understand that peer pressure from their children’s
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friends, is the cause of many fatal and serious accidents. Peer pressure to
take risks with amotor vehicle dong with the introduction of acohol isa
deadly combination. Parents need to congtantly talk to their children about
the effects of peer pressure, not only when in amotor vehicle, but in
everyday life dong with the serious consegquences of making poor decisons.

92

At least in our ate, it would be to monitor their teen drivers behavior
closely in adhering to the redtrictions of the graduated license.

Anecdotdly | find parents are either apathetic or find it more convenient
to let their son or daughter violate the redtrictions. | get phone calls

from parents trying to judtify violations or find aloophole so ther teen

can violate the redtrictions. Mot of the time because it is more convenient.
This goes hand in hand with driver distractions. Epecidly for new drivers.

93

Get your children a vehicle that is appropriate for them, not the
street racing types.

94

Tell them to tell their children that they should drive the way they
know they should-safe and sane, not the way their friends want them to.

95

Wear the seatbelt properly and not underneath the armpit

96

The #1 thing that is statistically most likely to kill or injure
teens is speeding. Take their time & plan ahead.

97

"Drive To Arrive"

98

Have a zero tolerance on alcohol use.

99

Set a good example by driving defensively and alertly whenever
your children are in the car. They are watching and learning from us long
before their learners permit.

100

We would like to remind the parents of teen drivers to set the example for your teens. Too often
teens learn bad driving habits from their parents and they are magnified in the teen driver due to
inexperience. We would like to remind parents to set the example by using seatbelts, driving the
posted speed limit, and more importantly, be courteous.

101

Know where your child is at all times! When that child drives from place to place
make sure they buckle-up and are not drinking alcohol.




