
THE 
24/7 SOBRIETY 

PROJECT



t
wCreated by South Dakota

wHas existed since 2005

wNow in use in 57 of 66 South Dakota Counties

Origins



Defendant sobriety- 24/7 (NO ALCOHOL NO DRUGS NO 

BARS)

DUI 2 or more, post sentence probation any 
offense, prison parole any offense, social 
services, domestic violence, dependency 

treatment



South Dakota Facts:
For decades alcohol and drugs have driven the criminal 

justice system
40% of traffic fatalities were alcohol related 

85% of prison populations in SD have an admitted alcohol or 
drug problem 

13% of prison population is Felony DUI 
33% of all felonies are DUI Felony / Vehicular Battery / 

Vehicular Homicide
57% of all felonies are DUI and controlled substances 

18% of persons convicted for DUI 1 get a second conviction for 
DUI 2

41% of all misdemeanor filings are DUI 1 and DUI 2



Montana Facts:
Similar issues with drugs and alcohol in Montanaõs 

criminal justice system
40% of our traffic fatalities are alcohol related 

93% of prison populations in MT have an admitted alcohol or 
drug problem

Alcohol is the drug of choice in 95 percent of those reporting a preference 

12% of people under DOC supervision are there for Felony DUI 
247 persons in prison, 1233 on parole

Approximately 23% of persons convicted for DUI 1 get a 
second conviction for DUI 2

9838 misdemeanor traffic filings were for DUI in 2008 (4.9%) 



24/7 STATEMENT

PEOPLE WITH ADDICTIVE 
BEHAVIORS WILL NOT 

CHANGE UNLESS ALL THE 
ALTERNATIVES ARE WORSE



The Goals:

òKeep them Soberó  Requiring defendant sobriety- 24/7

Reduce the impact of alcohol related caseson incarceration 
rates (local and state) 

Reduce drunk driving accidents and fatalities 

Save taxpayers money

Treat the person not the symptom
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w 11,956 PARTICIPANT SINCE FEB. 05
w 1871 ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS STATEWIDE
w ADMINISTERED 2,O87,390 TWICE PER DAY TESTS
w 2,079,359 CLEAN TESTS FOR A PASS RATE OF 99.6%
w 8,031 TESTS FAILED 
w 6,176 TIMES FAILED TO SHOW UP FOR A TEST
w 2 MILLION TESTS / 2 = 1,000,000 DAYS x $68 PER DAY 

COSTS = $60,000,000
(*estimated SAVINGS ON JAIL FEES FOR LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT)

SD BREATH TESTING 
RESULTS

June 1, 2009
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Changes in South Dakota Corrections and 
Highway Safety

w CORRECTIONS
INMATE NUMBERS HAVE 
BEEN STEADILY RISING BY 
150 IN THE  LAST 10 YEARS.  
THE LAST TWO YEARS 
HAVE SHOWN A NET 
DECREASE OF 200.  THE 
SECRETARY OF 
CORRECTIONS CREDITS 
24/7 AS RESPOSIBLE FOR A 
SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF 
THOSE NUMBERS. òIn the 28 years 

Warden Doug Weber has worked at the South Dakota state 
penitentiary, he's never seen the inmate population go down, two years 
in a row.
"It's positive, it's reassuring, and it's refreshing," he says.
One reason for the decrease is that judges have more options, such as 
the 24/7 program for drunk drivers, before sending a criminal to 
prison.ó
WARDEN WEBER
07/22/08

w HIGHWAY SAFETY
NHTSA IS REPORTING SD 
HAD THE LARGEST 
PERCENTAGE DROP OF 
ALCOHOL RELATED 
FATAL CRASHES IN THE 
NATION FOR THE 
REPORTING PERIOD OF 
2006/2007/2008 (A 43 % 
REDUCTION). THE 
NATIONAL AVERAGE WAS 
3.7% DROP. 

SOURCE:  TRAFFIC SAFETY FACTS (NHTSA)
VOLUME DOTHS811016
AUGUST 2008
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w

Positive Change over time with greater 
participation
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wPublic is safer

w Family is safer

wDefendant will spend less time in jail

w Treatment prospects improve

wParticipantõs employer happy

wALMOST NO COST TO TAXPAYER

BENEFITS
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wRank first in the United States for the number of 

alcohol related fatalities per 100 million miles 
traveled.

wRank first in the United States for the number of 
alcohol related deaths per 100,000 (13.0)

w 40% of all traffic fatalities involve alcohol 

t 3rd highest in the United States. 

The State of Impaired 
Driving in Montana
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wMontana Drunk Driving Statistics

t In Montana, the number of drunk driving deaths 
peaked in 1983, with 184. The percentageof total 
highway fatalities that were alcohol related peaked in 
1985 with 69%. Since then, Montana has had an overall 
decline in both figures, with the lowest numbers 
reported in 1996. In 2006, out of all traffic fatalities, 
40% involved a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 
0.08 or higher.

The State of Impaired 
Driving in Montana

http://www.alcoholalert.com/drunk-driving-action.html
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Media Reports Tell The 
Story

wNormally more than 
once a week the media 
reports an alcohol 
related crash 
somewhere in 
Montana.  
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Media Reports Tell The 
Story

w Several times a week 
there are stories of 
people injured and/or 
arrested for alcohol 
offenses while driving.
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w Billings student struck by school bus in crosswalk; driver investigated 

for DUI

w By Greg Tuttle - 09/26/2009

w A Billings school bus driver is being investigated for drunken driving after 
a bus hit a 15-year-old West High student in a crosswalk Friday morning.

The driver, Timothy J. Whalen, 53, was released by Billings police after 
submitting to tests at the Yellowstone County jail's DUI processing center. 
Police did not release the results of the testing, but a school official said 
Whalen's blood-alcohol level was 0.18 percent, more than four times the 
legal limit of 0.04 percent for commercial drivers.

Billings Gazette
September 26
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Media Reports Tell The 
Story

w At least once a week 
there is a story in the 
newspaper about an 
offender  receiving a 
5th, 6th, 7th,  8th, 9th, or 
10th DUI arrest.  
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w To date alcohol was a factor in 70 fatality crashes in 

which 80 people lost their lives.

wBeyond the statistics are stories behind each death.

wAfter 30 years without a line of duty death the 
Montana Highway Patrol has lost three troopers to 
head on crashes, two of which had an impaired 
driver behind the wheel of the opposing vehicle.

2009 Trend No Different 
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The tragedies cannot go 
unnoticed!

w Trooper Evan 
Schneider

wAge: 29

wDied in the line duty on 
August 27th, 2007

w Opposing driver later 
determined to have 
BAC of .16




